
The QomicaU Hiftory of 

Arenot with me.sftecm*dabouc tby lifc< ; 

I would loie all, I facrifize them all - - . - \ *-> 

Heere to this diuell,to ckliucr you.. 

Tor, Your wife would giue you little thanks for that 
If fhe were by to heare you make the offer, 
gra . I haue a wife,who I proteft Iloue, 

:3 would (lie were inheauen,fo (he could 
Entreate fome power to change this currifh/*W’ i 
Ncr.Tis well you offer it bchindc her backe. 

The wifh would make clfe an vnquiet houfe. 

/w.Thcfe be the chriftianhissbands,I haue a daughter. 
Would any of the ftocke of Barnabas 
Had bene her husband,rathcr then a Chriftian. 

We trifle time,I pray thee purfue fentence. 

Tor. A pound of that fame Merchants flefliis thine* 

The Court awards it,and the law doth giue it# 
lew. Moft rightfull Iudge. 

Tor. And you muft cut this flefh from off his bread. 
The Law allowcs it,and the Court awards it. 

/w.Moft learned Iudge, a fentcncc*comc prepare. 
/V.Tarry a little,there is fomething elfe. 

This bond doth giue thee here no iote of blood. 

The words exprefly are a pound of flefh : 

Take then thy bond 3 take thou thy pound of flefh. 

But in the cutting it, if thou doft fhed 
One drop of Chriftianblood*thy lands and goods 
Are by the lawes of Venice^ confifcate 
VntotheStatc of Venice. 

Cra. O vpright Iudge, 

Markc lew O learned Iudge. 

Shy . Is that the Law ? 

TV.Thy felfe (halt fee the A£t : 

For as thou vrgeft iuftice, be aflur’d 
Thou (halt haue iuftice, more then thou defireft. 

Gra.O learned Iudge,marke Iewp learned Iudge. 

Jew. I take this offer then>pay the bond thrice. 
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the Merchant of 'Venice^. 

And let the Chriftian go. 

BaffiHecre is the money. 

Par. Soft, the lew fhall haue all iuftice, foft no haft 
He fhall haue nothing but the penalty. 

Gra. O lew,an vpright iudge, a learned iudge. 

Por. Therefore prepare thee to cut off the flefh. 

Shed thou no blood, nor cut thou lefle nor more 
But iuft a pound of flefh : if thou cutft more 
Or lefle then a iuft pound, be it but fo much 
As makes it light or heauy in the fubftancc. 

Or the djuifion of the twentith part 
Of one poore fcruple ; nay, if the fcale do turnc 
But in the eltimaticn of a haire. 

Thou dyeft.and all thy goods are confifcate, 

Gra. A fccond Daniel,a Daniel lew. 

Now infidell I haue you on the hip. 

Por. Why doth the lew paufe,take thy forfeyture. 

Shy. Giue me my principall, and let me go. 

Bajf, I haue it ready for thee 3 heere it is. 

Por. He hath refufd it in the open Court, 

And (hall haue meerely iuftice and his bond’. 

Gra. A Daniel ftill fay I, a fccond Daniel, 

I thanke thee lew for teaching me that word. 

Shy. Shall I not haue barely my principall ? 

Por.Thou (halt haue nothing but the forfeyture 
Tobefotakenatthyperilllew. ' , 

Shy. Why then the deuill giue him good of it : 
lie ftay no longer heere in queftion. 

Por. Tarry lew, 

The Law hath yet another hold on you. 

It is enabled in the lawes of Venice, 

Ifit be proued againft any alien. 

That by dire&,or indireft attempts, 

He feeke the life of any Citizen, 

J, hc P art y gainft the which he doth contriue, 

Shall feiz e on halfe his goods; the other halfc 
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